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SIR: 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication of allowability of the 
claimed invention. In response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance in the 
Notice of Allowance of April 6, 2009, Applicants respectfully submit the following 
comments. 

In the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, page 3 of the Notice of 

Allowance states in part: 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: 

Referring to independent claims 1, 8 and 14 and dependent 
claims 3-7, 10-13 and 16-19, cited prior art does not teach an 
image processing apparatus, method and computer-readable 
medium comprising: 

optically obtaining a plurality of first images by 
photographing an object to be rendered from a plurality of 
different directions, and optically obtaining second images that 
pertain to distance information of the object to be rendered; 

generating a geometrical shape model of the object to 
be rendered on the basis of the second images using a plurality 
of voxels; 
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generating a plurality of microfacets as two dimensional 
elements that are each centered inside a voxel in a manner to 
approximate a three-dimensional shape of the geometrical 
shape model, wherein the width of each microfacet is 
calculated as equal to, or greater than, the square root of three 
times the width of each corresponding voxel; 

executing a billboarding process that rotates the 
plurality of microfacets to keep the plurality of microfacets 
substantially vertical to a view direction; and 

generating a third image by selecting texture images for 
respective microfacets from the plurality of first images on the 
basis of the plurality of photographing directions and the view 
direction, and by projecting the selected texture images onto the 
microfacets. 



Although the above comment appears to address Claim 8, it is respectfully noted that 
independent Claims 1 and 14 do not include this language. For example, these claims being 
directed to an apparatus and a computer program product, respectively, are not directed to a 
process as may be implied and/or inferred by the examiner's statement. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully submitted that the above-quoted statement does not apply to Claims 1 and 14 to 
the extent the language used in the statement differs from the language of the claims. 
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